A

Angeles Gimes Magazine

ae

flo

=0

HOME DESIGN ISSUE

| Green From the
__ Ground Up

From front lawns

to rooftops, environ-
mentally sound

design has evolved

X from the merely
' fashionable to a
committed lifestyle
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Careful siting, environmentally friendly materials and a drought-tolerant
garden are the hallmarks of a 21st century house in Santa Monica

BY BARBARA THORNBURG | PHOTOGRAPHED BY TIM STREET-PORTER

Zee Page 58 for Resource Guide.



orget the hippie "70s version of “green —unattractive
straw-bale and rammed-earth homes, black solar roof
panels and roilets thar didn’t flush. Today's sustainable
homes are less hippie, more hip.

Fake the sleek 2 1a cenmry Case Stucy home of Ameri-
can entrepreneur Craig Ehrlich and ex-Hong Rong poli-
tician-twrned-think-tank  founder Christine Loh,  Al-
though Hong Rong is the couple’s primary residence,
they wanted to establish a base in Califormia, where El-
lich grew up. An attractive, sustainably designed home

and garden wpped their list of priores

e last thing Elrlich and Lobh wanted was another Westsicde MeMansion,
ey told their Los Angeles architects, John Friedmean and his partner and
wife Alice Kimm, o include all the comforts of home, but no air condition-
ng. They wanted a garden that was grass-free and irmgated with gy water.,
Lonw=flony toilets and radiant-heat floors were called for, “We both wanted o
make sure 1o use the nght kind of matenals that . . . would be less envieon-
mentally hesvy on the earth,” explains Loh, whose Hong Kong organs-

tion, Civie Exchange, deals with sustainability and the environwment,
Fhe architects focused on siting the new mwo-story, 3400-square-foor
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hot air From the house,” Friedman explains.

The vear and side of the home are enclosed by floor-
to-ceiling, multitrack glass doors that seamlessly open
to integrate the garden with the interior. The open-
plan first floor feamwres a kitchen, dining and living
room, with a small office and bath tucked away by the
enuy. A large koi pond wraps around the cormner of the
living room; dragonllies occasionally flit in, cruise the
length of the room and exit by the kitchen, Ehrlich says.

“Having a lovely gavden was very important 1o us,” says
the expat, who has lived for nearty 20 vears i a two-bed-
room lat with no garden in Hong Kong's Mid-Levels
neighborhood. “In Hong Kong, no one but the very elite
meg-rich have private gardens.” The Asian-inspired gar-
den, presided over by two terra-cotta Xian warriors, is
both lovely o look at and drought-tolerant. Instead of a
water-guzzling lawn, the frontvard is planted in dymondia
and blue fescue grass ground covers imigated with gray
water. Collecred from bathroom sinks, bathtubs, showers
and the washing machine, the water is filtered and held in
an nnderground ank until needed,

Environmentally friendly cement board and steco



=
,.pll'-
o= |
——
m— |
e |
—
O —

T

1%

1N

\

Clochwise from feft: Ocean
breeges are drawn into the
house, cooled by a large
koi pond, Recessed shades
andan exterior wood
partiticn add privacy to
the glass-enclosed shower,
The tub surround is made
fram sustainably harvested
jatoba wood. In the master
bedroom, glass doars slide
onto the outside wall to
give an uninterrupted view
of the garden. A low,
stationary piece of glass
acts as a guard rail,
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were used to clad the modern exterior, which was cov-
ered with a nontoxic paint. Inside, low-maintenance
concrete was used for the first Hoor, while sustainably
harvested jatoba, ak.a. Brazilian cherry, and mangaris
accent doors, upstairs Hoors and a bathwb.

Photovaltaic solar panels on the roof supply 909 of the
home's elecricity. A net meter connected 1o the Santa
Maonica power grid often nins backward when the couple
are abroad. ensuring what must be one of the lowest elec-
tricity bills on the Westside—about 530 a month. An effi-
cient gas water heater in the gaage warms the radiant-
heat concrete Hoors, but Ehrlich swears it's been on fewer
than a dozen times in the last 18 months.

In the kitchen, medium-density fiberboard cabinets,
made without formaldehyde, are covered with low-\OC
fvolatile organic compounds) paint; the countertops
and splash ave capped in CaesarStone. There's an en-
ergy-cllicient Bosch dishwasher 100, Still, some appli-
ances were chosen with aesthetics in mind rather than
efficiency, including a large Sub-Zero refrigerator and a
Viking double oven with six burners and a grill. 1
would be the firse to admit that this is nota 100% green
home.” savs Friedman, who considers himsell o sustain-
able archirect. "It is not necessary to sacrifice beauty for
sustainability—one can always have both.” <

Berban Therntverg is a seniar Shife eeditor al the magazie,




