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Our lawn areas are also shrinking. Not only has their maintenance
become an extravagance and a chore—the use of our diminishing sup-
cen when the

ply of freshwater for irrigation has come into question. E

use of treated wastewater for irrigation has been made mandatory, it is
predicted that in time the broad sweeps of lawn (an American phenom-

enon) will become a rarity.

I'here are three favored alternatives to the mowed lawn. The first is

paving or more construction—uwhich is reasonable only if it serves a good

purpose. The second is ||w so-called Xeriscape treatment—using plants

tion. Such p]mu ranging from cacti to a

thar require little if any

wide selection of tough perennials or ornament il grasses, may be supple-

mented with mulches of gravel, shells, chips, or bark to create remarkably
third alternative to the mowed lawn is the pre-

AtTrACtive Compositions
served nawural setting, with or without minor modification. In subur
or rural settings with thriving natural growth this is often much w0 be

and it is less expensive o

preferred. It is relatively maintenance-fre
establish. It “belongs” to the site and is obviously compar ible. It provides
refreshing coolness in summer and a welcome windbreak in winter.

In all these ways and more will the landscape plantings of the future d
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